
 

 

 

 

 

 

AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Scoring Guidelines for 

Short-Answer Question—
 
Period 4
 
Answer parts a, b, and c. 

a) 	 Explain how ONE specific technological innovation affected the 
development of agriculture in the first half of the nineteenth 
century. 

b) 	 Explain how ONE specific technological innovation (different 
from what you selected in part a) affected the development of 
manufacturing in the first half of the nineteenth century. 

c) 	 Explain ONE specific effect of the technological innovation you 
selected in parts a or b on one of the following regions in the 
United States during the first half of the nineteenth century. 

i North 

i South 

i West 

Learning Objective Historical 
Reasoning Skill 

Key Concepts in 
the Curriculum 
Framework 

WXT-3.0: Analyze how 
technological innovation 
has affected economic 
development and society. 

Causation 4.2.I 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 1 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

Scoring Scale and Guide 
0–3 points 

a) 	 The response briefly explains how one specific technological 
innovation affected the development of agriculture in the first 
half of the nineteenth century. 

0–1 point(s) 

b) 	 The response briefly explains how ONE specific technological 
innovation (different from what was selected in part a) affected 
the development of manufacturing in the first half of the 
nineteenth century. 

0–1 point(s) 

c) 	 The response briefly explains one specific effect of the 
technological innovation selected in parts a or b on the north, 
south, or west in the United States during the first half of the 
nineteenth century. 

0–1 point(s) 

Scoring Notes 
a) 	 Explain how ONE specific technological innovation affected the 

development of agriculture in the first half of the nineteenth 
century. Examples could include but are not limited to the 
following: 

i Improvements in farm tools, such as drills, mowers, rakes, 
and plows, reduced the costs associated with tilling the 
land. 

i Cotton gins, threshers, and automatic reapers cut labor 
costs by as much as half and dramatically reduced the time 
spent harvesting crops. 

i Steamboats, improved riverboats, canals, railroads, 
turnpikes, private roads, and other innovations associated 
with transportation reduced the costs and time of shipping 
agricultural products, and opened up Eastern markets to 
frontier farmers. 

b) 	 Explain how ONE specific technological innovation (different 
from what you selected in part a) affected the development 
of manufacturing in the first half of the nineteenth century. 
Examples could include but are not limited to the following: 

i Steamboats, improved riverboats, canals, railroads, 
turnpikes, private roads, and other innovations associated 
with transportation reduced the costs and time of shipping 
raw materials and manufactured goods, opened up new 
markets on the frontier, and generated a growing demand 
for manufactured products. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 2 
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AP U.S. HISTORY EXAM SAMPLE QUESTIONS 

i Interchangeable parts revolutionized manufacturing of farm 
tools, weapons, train cars, etc. 

i Improvements in waterwheels and the use of water to 
power factory machines prompted a surge in the number of 
factories. 

c) 	 Effects of technological innovations on regions in the United 
States during the first half of the nineteenth century include: 

North 

i The region’s economy prospered from interconnected roads 
and canals. 

i Advanced machinery supported large-scale manufacturing. 

i New urban and commercial centers developed. 

i Employment opportunities increased in factories. 

i European immigrants flood into Northern cities looking for 
employment opportunities. 

South 

i Farm tools brought new efficiencies to plantation farming. 

i A deep reliance on cotton as a staple crop became the norm. 

i Increasing reliance on slavery with spread of cotton into the 
Southwest. 

i The region’s agriculture-based economy grows. 

i Increasing sectionalism as slavery becomes more 
entrenched. 

West 

i Railroads opened the region. 

i Immigrant populations relocated to the frontier. 

i New sources of raw materials became available. 

i Increasing sectionalism as the Midwest becomes more 
intimately tied to the Northeast. 

SAMPLE QUESTIONS 3 
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